
Symbolism in Not #Me Too 

The downfall of Hollywood movie magnate Harvey Weinstein 

in 2017/2018 ushered in a new era for victims of sexual abuse 

in America. 

1. Ballerinas were chosen for the painting to draw a 

connection between contemporary Hollywood 

actresses and the ballerinas of Edgar Degas’ paintings. 

If you look closely in some of his images you can see 

the male sponsors lurking in the dark areas of the 

background or near the edges of the scene.  

2. This represents the “casting couch.” It was rumored 

that some actresses obtained roles in exchange for 

sexual favors. This was proven to be true when dozens 

of actresses accused Mr. Weinstein of sexual 

harassment in 2017.  

3. The complexion and light coloring of the clothing worn 

by the ballerina on the left symbolize her innocence. 

She raises her arms to ward off Mr. Weinstein’s 

advances.  

4. Mr. Weinstein holds the young girl down with his right 

hand as he reaches to expose himself with his left.  

5. Mr. Weinstein wears a red shirt to symbolize evil and 

his suit is ill-fitting to make him seem less powerful. 

6. The dark colors and red border of the skirt worn by the 

ballerina on the right suggest that she has already been 

affected by Mr. Weinstein.  

7. The ballerina on the right is the heroine of the painting. 

Her facial features, hair, and muscular arms call to 

mind the fictional super hero Wonder Woman as well 

as depictions of the Egyptian goddess Isis. Like an 

Egyptian figure, her head is shown in strict profile while 

her body faces toward the viewer. 

8. She raises pepper spray in her right hand as if she is 

warding off a vampire. A crucifix hangs from the pepper 

spray to strengthen this part of the narrative.  

 

 

 

 

 

Not #Me Too: No More Casting Couch. Acrylic on canvas, 2018.  

168” x 84.”  
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